[image: image1.jpg]UPLANDS WAY,
VETS LTD



 


BLOOD TRANSFUSIONS
Why would a pet need a blood transfusion?

Like humans, pets can occasionally suffer from a dangerously low red blood cell level (anaemia).  This can be due to a number of reasons such as massive haemorrhage after a road traffic accident, ingestion of rat poison, some cancers and something called an “immune-mediated” disorder – this is when the body’s immune system decides to attack itself and destroys apparently healthy red blood cells.  Severe anaemia in itself can be life-threatening, but often prevent us from performing surgery to rectify the cause of the bleed.  By boosting the anaemic patient’s red cell count by as little as 2% we can often save their life.

What are the benefits to my pet?
Before any blood donation can take place your pet will undergo a comprehensive health check by the veterinarian to ensure he/she will not be in danger themselves.  This will include a thorough physical examination, a full blood count and usually blood typing (always done in cats).  After your pet has given blood, he/she is entitled to its next annual vaccination free of charge.

What does my pet have to do?
If the need for a donor arises (this may be day or night!), we will give you a ring and ask your pet to come into the surgery.  After an initial examination and blood test (explained above), your pet will have a small area of fur clipped from its neck area.  Some local anaesthetic cream is then rubbed into the skin before a needle is placed into the jugular vein.  This needle is connected to a blood collection set and approximately 1% of the animal’s body weight colleted in blood (for a 5kg pet this is only 50ml – not a lot but life saving!).  Your pet is then offered a tasty meal and a quiet place to sleep until we’re confident they’re ok to go home.

Would my pet suffer from any side effects?

Generally not, but your pet may be sleepier than normal for the next day.  Occasionally a rash may develop around the clipped area.  If we were at all concerned about your pet following a donation, they would remain with us under close observation.

Do you store the blood that my pet has donated for use at a later date?

No.  In this country the storing of whole blood collected from an animal is prohibited.  Unlike 
in humans, blood can only be collected from an animal for transfusion to a patient who needs it in an emergency.  This is why, when a patient needs a blood transfusion, we need a donor to come in there and then rather than turning to a blood bank.

CAN MY PET BE A BLOOD DONOR?

CATS

Should:

· Be fully vaccinated (including leukaemia)

· Be between 1 & 8 years of age

· Not be pregnant

· Weigh over 4kg

· Be good natured

· Be in excellent general health

· Have never travelled abroad

Dogs

Should:

· Be fully vaccinated

· Weigh at least 25kg

· Not be pregnant

· Be between 1 & 8 years of age

· Be good natured

· Be in excellent general health

· Have never travelled abroad
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