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FACT SHEET: Kittens
Vaccinations

What vaccinations does my kitten/cat require?
Kittens require vaccination against Feline viral Rhinotracheitis, Calicivirus Panleucopenia virus and Feline Leukaemia virus.

Your Kitten requires two initial injections:

· 1st vaccination at 9 weeks

· 2nd vaccination at 12 weeks
During this early period your kitten is still susceptible to these viruses so it is important to not to keep your kitten confined until 1 week after his/her 2nd vaccination.

After this initial vaccination course a yearly booster is required to maintain your kitten’s immunity to these viruses. It is very important to keep your pets vaccinations up to date. Immunity in cats does regress over time and your kitten can contract these viruses if he/she is not vaccinated annually. Our practice routinely sends vaccination reminder cards in the post annually.

What do I do if my cat misses his/her vaccine?
If your pet misses their vaccination they will require a full course of two injections to maintain immunity against these viruses. Your vet will examine your pet and providing they are healthy they may commence the vaccination course. Your pet requires two injections three weeks apart.


Worms

When does my kitten require worm treatment?
Kittens are very susceptible to worms and will often be infected from their mother. Kittens are often infected with roundworm, hookworm, whipworm and tapeworm. Severe infestations with worms can be life threatening. We recommend the following worming protocol:

· Every 2 weeks until 3 months of age

· Every month from 3 months to 6months of age

· Every 3 months from then on
Your vet can advise you on the best products available for worming.

Can humans catch worms from cats?
People can catch hookworm, roundworm and tapeworm from cats. To avoid infection always wash your hands after patting your cat, always clean up your cats mess, and routinely worm him/her with an a broad spectrum worming preparation available from the vet. 


Fleas
When should I begin treating my kitten for fleas?

We recommend beginning flea treatment at 8 weeks of age using a “spot on” preparation called Frontline. If your kitten has fleas before 8 weeks he/she can be treated using a frontline body spray. Frontline should be applied to the back of the neck every 5weeks to control fleas or every 4 weeks to control ticks and fleas. Other products are available and the vet will be happy to discuss these with you if you desire.

If you see fleas on your kitten it is important to treat the environment as well as your pet. We recommend Indorex or Staykill for environmental control. Some modern spot on preparations such as Stronghold and Frontline combo also have significant environmental activity. Fleas can spread tapeworm so it is important to worm your pet if they have fleas.
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